
111

them. Magisterial decisions as to responsibility do not seem i
to agree as to the liability of the cyclist to ring his bell to 1

warn the pedestrian of his approach ; in many instances the 1
sound of the bell and the impact of the cyclist is simul- -;

taneous. Certain it is that many nervous people hesitate
and place themselves in jeopardy by the warning given and
opinions differ as to the desirability of sounding the bell as
a note of warning. Still it is more frequently upheld that
the fact of doing so is sufficient to relieve the cyclist of
any responsibility attaching to an accident. It must be
remembered also that the danger to the cyclist is often as

great as it is to the pedestrian and that necessarily he would
.avoid incurring risk to himself. In a recent accident a
woman was knocked down by a cyclist who was not going at
a rapid pace. Her head struck against the kerbstone, causing
fracture of the skull. She was conveyed to the hospital and
trephined, but death resulted. A verdict of " Accidental
death " was returned. Minor accidents connected with

cycling have become very numerous and difficult to prevent.
The Holder Bed Fund.

A proposal to dedicate a bed in the new General Hospital
to Sir John Holder by subscriptions limited to 1s. has met
with a response so far of &pound;500. As L1250 are required it is
doubtful if the amount will be raised, worthy as the
commemoration of such services is.

 Death of Thomas Lant Smith, M.R. C.,5. Eng., L.R, C.P. Edin.
At the advanced age of ninety-one years  Mr. Smith passed

away on June 29th at, his home in the village of Alcester,
Warwickshire. A type of a high-minded and honourable
man Mr. Smith enjoyed the confidence of many friends.
Ever ready to give his services to all who required them he
lived among his people with mutual feelings of affection and
regard. A trusted friend, a wise counsellor, and a beloved
doctor, his memory will long remain dear to those among
whom he lived and worked for so long a course of years.
Mr. Smith was formerly house surgeon to the Westminster
Hospital. He took the  M.R.C.S. Eng. in 1829 and the
 L.R.C.P. Edin. in 1860. Of retiring disposition, he never
 took much part in public affairs, but his intelligence and
powers of observation made him ever a charming companion
 and a reliable practitioner.

July 4th.

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN  CORRESPONDENT.)

Owens College.
THE opening of the Christie Library and the laying of the

foundation stone of the Whitworth Hall, which took place on
.June 22nd, are events of importance in the history of
Owens College. For the library, as the Duke of Devonshire,
who performed the two ceremonies, told his audience, the
College is indebted to Mr. Christie as a purely personal gift,"
and to the Whitworth Hall Mr. Christie has devoted his
share as a legatee under the will of Sir Joseph Whitworth,
amountino, to at least &pound;50,000. It is a gratifying fact
that in an age much given to extravagant ostentation
and display instances like the above occur from time
to time to show men a better and nobler way of

using the gift of wealth. The library will be, it
is said, though of the greatest value to every branch of
-education, of more special service to the students on the arts
side than even to those on the science side of the college.
It is no doubt well, as the Duke of Devonshire said, that
Owens College has been "distinguished amongst the
modern university colleges by the resolution with which it
has persevered not to permit the arts side of its course

altogether to be overshadowed by the scientific." In a

manufacturing district like that in which the college stands,
there is a great tendency to consider scientific knowledge
merely as something convertible into ’’ ;lollars," and it is
well to be remindecl occasionally that there is something
oftier even than applied science.

The Recent Ca..e of Poison.y2g at Crumpsall.
An inquiry was held on June 24th by the Manchester

city coroner into the circumstances connected with the
death of a woman at the Workhouse Hospital, Crnmpsall.
 The cause of death was given by Dr. Reynolds,  who made
a post-mortem examination, as cerebral  h&aelig;morrhage con-
 sequent on consumption. , She had been for some time in the

mbecile ward and was sent over to the  infirmary for active
:reatment. A dose of " Battley’s opium sedative  was given
oy the nurse in mistake for another medicine of which
oz. was ordered. so that the patient hall probably taken
oz. of I -  Battley." The nurse discovered her mistake at once
and went for the house surgeon. who applied the stomach-
pump. The patient shortly became insensible and died next
morning. It seemed from the report of the evidence
given by the superintendent of the nurses that this  Battley 
is kept " in a small cupboard and stores " next to the poison
cupboard as a matter of  convenience, because "that me(1i-
cine is given to the patients constantly." This suggests the
question, Is this" Battley" given at the discretion of the
nurse as it is kept "so handy"? / Dr. Reynolds, the con-
sulting physician to the workhouse, stated that the
"deceased was not only insane but a mass of disease,"
and that it was impossible to say whether death  was

hastened by the Battley’s mixture. The verdict was in
accordance with the medical evidence" and the jury
" wished strongly to censure" " the conduct of the
nurse and head nurse. Though the facts given show
that there was culpable carelessness in this case, it
is only fair to say that the coroner stated that it
was about twelve years since there was a similar
case at the workhouse hospital. There are about 1000
persons in the infirmary and 2000 or 3000 doses of
medicine are given in the day. so that, as he said, it is
about one mistake to millions of doses. With a little more
care there would be no mistake.

The Burnley Hospital Scandal.
The inquiry into this case, an account of which was given

in THE LANCET of June llth, has resulted in a report which
must be consolatory to the board of guardians and to the
hospital authorities. Each of these bodies has found that
it was not to blame, so that they may be said to have been
the victims of circumstances-just like the poor fellow  who
died.

Sanitary Inspectors Association.
The North - Western and Midland Sanitary Inspectors’

Association has been holding conferences in Manchester, and
on Saturday last, July 2nd, they were addressed by Mr.
Vacher, the medical officer of health of the county of
Cheshire. He spoke of the report of the sanitary committee
of the corporation as " record of work prodigious in its
extent," and of the position of Manchester as in the van of
the army of sanitary progress. It is well to have the com-
ments of an intelligent observer who can take a wider view
than those who are so near the work as to see only the
details close at hand. There are sins of omission and com-
mission which are seen at once, and the enormous amount of

good work quietly done is apt to be left unnoticed.
Manchester T olunteer Medical Staff Corps.

The two companies of the Volunteer Medical Staff Corps
in Manchester were inspected on July 2nd, at Trafford-

park by Surgeon-Colonel Scott, C.M.G., principal medical
officer of the North-Western district. They mustered 218
strong and were under the command of Surgeon - Captain
Coates. Surgeon-Colonel Scott spoke "in high terms of the
efficiency of the corps, as proved upon that occasion and also
during the recent encampment at Lytham."
July 5th. 

_____ ______

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Meeting of the British -Ife(7ic(il Association : Excursion to
St. Andrews.

THE excursion to the ancient cathedral and university city
of St. Andrews promises to be one of the most popular and
enjoyable of the many offered by the association on the
occasion of its visit to Edinburgh. The University and the
Cathedral have in some senses been revivified and re-

juvenated of late years. At the Univerity new medical
buildings are in process of erection, the gift of the Lord
Rector, the Marquis of Bute. who takes a keen interest in
the development of medical teaching at St. Andrews. The

University has to thank the same generous donor for very
liberal contributions to the Students’ Union and also for
several very fine oil-paintings of distinguished personages.
The library of the University is one of the largest and finest
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in Scotland and contains many rare books and manuscripts.
The University museum-a model one in its way-is particu-
larly rich in zoological specimens, minerals, and fossils, the
collection of Dura Den old red sandstone fishes being unique.
The new Marine Laboratory is deserving of special attention.
It is beautifully situated on the margin of the sea, where
an abundance of pure salt water and all kinds of zoological
specimens can be obtained. It is equipped with every
modern appliance and is the successor of a relatively very
old marine laboratory which in its day attracted as original
workers the foremost of British and Continental savants.
Under existing arrangements the following science and medical
subjects are taught at St. Andrews University: (1) mathe-
matics, (2) physics, (3) botany, (4) zoology, (5) chemistry,
(6) anatomy, (7) physiology, and (8) materia medica and thera-
peutics. The two anni medici or residential years required
for medical graduation in the Scottish universities can now
be taken at St. Andrews University. The St. Andrews golf
links are the most celebrated in the world. Those members
of the profession who are interested in golfing will have an
opportunity of witnessing a masterly exposition of the

game, as an exhibition match has been arranged between
professional players for the gratification of the visitors.
The St. Andrews climate is one of the driest and most

bracing in the kingdom. The summers are refreshingly
cool and the winters are crisp, bright, and open, with little
frost and next to no snow. Nine months of nearly perfect
weather out of the twelve can always be reckoned on. The
three bad months (if bad they can be called) are March,
April, and May, when east winds prevail. Fogs are

unknown. Occasionally, but very occasionally, a sea fret I,
makes its appearance. As a consequence the death-rate at
St. Andrews is exceedingly low. The climatic advantages
referred to are now being recognised by the profession and
by parents having children to educate, with the result
that patients and young people keep flocking into the

city, which is increasing by leaps and bounds. Within
the last ten years it has increased by nearly a third. The
harbour, too, is being greatly enlarged and a sea esplanade
formed. These point to a yachting station in the near
future. The Madras College and board schools have

something ike 1000 pupils, while St. Leonard’s and
St. Katharine’s Schools have over 250 boarders, to say
nothing of day scholars. St. Salvator’s, Clifton Bank, and
Edge Cliffe Boys’ Schools may be described as being in
a chronic state of congestion. The Medical Faculty of
the University naturally take the greatest interest in
the proposed excursion and are, in conjunction with
the local medical men, exerting themselves to make it a
success. The Faculty with their Dean, Professor Bell
Pettigrew, are issuing 200 invitations to members of the
association to join them at luncheon in the town-hall,
kindly placed at their disposal by the Provost of the city
who has expressed his intention to be present on the occa-
sion. As the local members of the profession have con-
siderately arranged to provide afternoon tea in the beautiful
grounds of St. Leonard’s School, by the kind permission of
Miss Grant, very little is being left to chance. A right
hearty welcome awaits those who elect to spend the last
day of the association meeting in the grey old city by the
sea," as St. Andrews was finely described by the late Dean
Stanley, a former Lord Rector of the University.

St. Andrew’s Ambulance Association.
The annual meeting of this association was held in

Glasgow on June 28th, the Most Honourable the Marquis
of Breadalbane, K.G., being in the chair. The annual report
indicated the large area of usefulness occupied by the
activities of the association and the increasing demands for
ambulance service. The most important business submitted
to the meeting was the draft of a proposed Crown charter
of incorporation and authority was given to certain petitioners
to forward this for the approval of Her Majesty’s Privy
Council. It is contemplated that this step will improve the
status of the association, but if the prayer of the petition is
granted certain practical advantages will also follow. The
association if incorporated becomes a distinct persona in law
with perpetual succession and the power to take donations,
to hold lands and to invest money. The proposal to petition 
for a Royal Charter has the support of the medical members
of the association and the convener of the committee in
connexion with the proposal is Dr. George T. Beatson.

Faculty of Physicians and Sirrgeons. Glasgow.
Mr. Hugh Gait, M.B. Glasg., lecturer on Forensic.

Medicine in St. Mungo’s College, having passed the
necessary examinations, has been admitted a Fellow of the
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow.

The Reported Increase of Insanity.
Mr. J. Carswell, medical officer of the Barony Parish,

Glasgow, deals with the above question in his annual report
and on the basis of figures submitted concludes that there
are solid grounds for the opinion that insanity is not increas-
ing in prevalence even in the face of figures that at first sight
seem to prove the contrary."

Dundee Infirmary.
At the weekly meeting of the directors on June 30th the

chairman announced that a cheque for k5000 had been
received from Mr. John Sharp of Balmuir. The donation is
from Mr. Sharp and his brothers and sisters in memory of
their late father and mother.-Satisfactory arrangements
have now been made between the directors of the infirmary
and the authorities of University College, so that when the
new professors have been appointed by the University Court
of St. Andrews there will be in Dundee a completely
equipped medical school which will be a college of
St. Andrews University. The professorships of Therapeutics
and Pathology are advertised and the appointments will be
made in the course of the summer.
July 5th. 

______________

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

-illercer’s Hospital, Dublin.
AT a meeting of the Corporation of Dublin held on

July 4th a letter was read from the governors of Mercer’s
Hospital asking for a continuance of the annual grant
towards the funds of the hospital in view of counsel’s
advice that they cannot legally comply with the condition
which the corporation has laid down as a sine yoic non to the
continuance of the grant-viz.. the election for one year of
three members to represent the Corporation of Dublin on the
board. During the discussion it transpired that the members
of the hospital board could only be legally elected for life.
A suggestion was made that some understanding could be
come to by which the elected governors should resign at the
end of one year. The corporation in the meantime refused
to make the grant.

The Irish  Medical Association.
The committee and council of the Irish Medical Associa-

tion met at the Royal College of Surgeons, Dublin, on

June 28th. The opinion of counsel was received relative to
clause 86 of the Local Government Bill and its effect on

"existing officers." A suggested amendment of the clause
was also considered and agreed to, to be moved in the House
of Commons on the report stage of the Bill.

An Ambulance Corps for -Dublin.
The long-talked-of ambulance corps in connexion with the

fire brigade of Dublin is at last about to be established. A
site has been purchased in Buckingham-street in the

proximity of the Quays and the city architect has submitted
plans for the construction of the station, which will be built
with as little delay as possible. In the meanwhile the

brigade are to receive a regular course of instruction on
First-aid to the wounded.

The Coombe Lying-in Hospital, Dublin.
The annual meeting of the directors and supporters of the

. Coombe Lying-in Hospital, Dublin, was held on June 30th,
, 

the Lord Mayor occupying the chair. The report, which
; was read by the master of the hospital, Dr. Frederick Kidd,
, 

showed that the institution was in a most satisfactory con-
dition and continuing to do good work. In order to provide

; the nurses with more modern and better accommodation a
collection is being made to which the Countess of Meath has
recently contributed &pound;50.

The Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.
; The Belfast Corporation (Hospitals) Bill received the
L Royal assent on July 1st, so now that all opposition has been

overcome the arrangements in reference to the new Victoria
Hospital will, it is hoped, proceed rapidly. A good deal of
trouble has arisen in reference to the provisions of the

} charter, especially in reference ’to the question of life


